Study Tips

Proverb: Education is like water falling on stone. Drop by drop the water will wear
away the stone, but a year's supply poured on at once will have no effect.

An important bit of information to know is that algebra is a massive and
boundless topic, of which you are only expected to learn a small portion this
semester. Do not let algebra overwhelm you. Take it one topic, one day, one
concept at a time. As you continue, the pieces will come together like a giant
puzzle. Study a small section at a time and work on algebra every day. Several
sections per day can become overwhelming and too much to handle. Pace
yourself for success.

Day 1: When you begin any course at any school, there are a few things that you
must do. First, read your syllabus. The syllabus is the contract between you and
the instructor. This document spells out the expectations of the course, the
amount of work involved, and other valuable information. For instance, the
grading policy, attendance policy, and the test schedule will be vital information
for success in the class. Secondly, you should know the instructor's name,
office location, and office hours. You will need to know your instructor's name
in order to take tests. Lastly, set goals for yourself. These goals deal with a
course, a semester, your college education, or life ambitions. Some goals may
remain unchanged for long periods of time, while others will change daily. Goals
could be short term, like "study math tonight." Goals could be long term, like
"graduate in three semesters." Setting goals is the first step towards higher levels
of achievement. Without a plan you will not know where you are going or how to
get there.

Sleep: Sleep is critical in getting the most out of your education. Make sure that
you get a good night's sleep before taking tests. Get at least six to eight hours of
sleep each night before school. If you stay up late trying to learn three week's
worth of material in eight hours, you are guaranteed to be confused and do
poorly. Spread out your studying so that you only have to briefly review key
concepts and problems the night before exams.



Notes and Book:

The notes that you take in class are your primary resource for information
between class meetings. Do not make the mistake of not reading your notes until
the night before an exam. It is difficult to try to decipher what happened weeks
earlier. Instead, review your notes before the next class, filling in any missing
information and explaining any abbreviations that you might have created.
Another available resource, outside of the instructor, is the textbook. Try to read
the book nightly. Read about the topics that were covered in class and the topics
that will be covered in class. Coming to class with a sense of where you are
going and where you have been is very important. Sometimes, reading and
understanding the book many seem difficult. This is natural, but keep on truckin'.
Do not let the book beat you. If there is anything that you do not understand, ask
your instructor. Something that can be used for any course is a summary
sheet.A summary sheet refers to a collection of key terms, concepts, problems,
and examples that you encountered in a section, chapter, or class meeting. This
should be in your own words, for maximum results. These sheets should be
saved and used to study for tests and the Final Exam. It's always a good idea to
study a few sheets of paper, rather than a book or fifty pages of notes before a
test.

Homework: Before you begin your homework, review examples from your notes
and textbook. These examples should guide you through the homework
problems. Doing all the assigned homework problems is a good way to insure
that you know the material. Always write down each problem and anything that
might help with finding a solution. Don't get discouraged if you have difficulty
doing some of the problems. If you can not finish a problem,leave enough space
to fill in the work at a later time. It is crucial that you continue on with the
assignment. So, don't give up. The answers to the odd problems are in the back
of the book. You should always check your answers.

Study groups: One of the best ways to learn is to study with someone else. Get
to know one or more students in the class or course, and try to form a study
group or study team. Review concepts discussed in class, in the book, and in
the homework assignments. Test each other on specific knowledge and
vocabulary. Go over sample tests (if available) and chapter review tests. Sharing
ideas and methods will help reinforce your understanding of the material.




Where to study: Once you know how and when to study, you must know where
to study. Your environment of study can have as much to do with you
understanding the material as the material itself. Choose a location free of
distractions, visual and auditory. The cafeteria, major walkways on campus, in
front of the TV, or in bed are not ideal environments for studying. There is too
much going on in the cafeteria, outside, and on TV to stay completely focused on
what you are doing. The bedroom may look like a great place to study, but it is
really easy to fall asleep and wake up at four in the morning, with nothing
accomplished.

Tutoring: One common misconception about tutoring is that only "dummies” get
tutors. On the contrary, students concerned about their success get tutors. If you
want to succeed and you are unfamiliar with some aspects of the course, get a
tutor. The tutoring center in Building 1 room 254 has tutors available to Valencia
students free of charge. The center will match YOUR schedule with a tutor for
your convenience. If you wish to hire a private tutor, by all means. Private tutors
range from $10-$20 per hour. Also, math professors are available for free walk-in
tutoring in building 4 on the first floor in the IMC. Also, remember your classroom
and lab instructors. They have office hours available to answer any of your
questions. You should have specific questions and problems prepared. Saying
that you "don't understand anything" means that you need to be taught
everything starting before Kindergarten. If you know where you are having
difficulty, then you will receive the best possible help.

Note Taking: Taking USEFUL NOTES is an important study skill. Useful notes
are correct, accurate, and meaningful. They will help you study for the course.
The use of highlighters and underlining can help you focus on key ideas. Be
selective and mark only small, significant segments. Remember, these are your
notes and you will have to study from them. Try to leave space in the margins for
a quick summary of what is on the particular page of notes. The act of writing
helps you remember and process the information better. Instead of writing your
notes in paragraph form, you might try other forms like outline form. If your notes
do not make sense or are incomplete, try using a tape recorder. Tape the class,
with the teacher's approval, and replay it later to fill in the gaps. Also, use flash
cards to keep track of key concepts, definitions, theorems, and formulas. Flash
cards worked in elementary school, they can work here. Remember to make a
summary sheet.

Class Time: When you come to class, be prepared. Be ready to take notes,
answer questions, ask questions, take a quiz, or a test. Always bring a pencil
(NOT PEN), paper, your notes, book, and your calculator to class each and every
day. Have these items out on top of your desk so that you can get to them when



needed. Most instructors have a routine that is followed like clockwork. Learn the
routine.

Procrastination: Procrastination is one of the greatest ilinesses that can inflict a
student. It is very important that you plan a schedule of your life for the whole
semester. Your daily planner or appointment book will be used mainly to keep
track of tests, assignments, classes, work, and other activities. These items when
matched with family and friends, eating, driving, and studying can leave very little
time for sleep, if not planned wisely. The plan can be done weekly or even daily.
Make sure that you reserve at least two hours per day to study each course
that you are taking. Some days you will need more, some less, but never cut
yourself short. It is important to be constantly aware of upcoming events.
Surprises are fun only if cake is involved. Proper time management will make
better use of your valuable time and save your academic life. Do not put off
anything until tomorrow that could be done today. Every semester, something
unexpected happens that throws off your plans like: car trouble, the flu,
accidents, or oversleeping. Of course, some of us get lucky.





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


